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Monpay, JUNE 1924 


The twenty-seventh annual meeting was called order 10.00 
M., June 1924, the President, Dr. Wylde, the class 
room the John Crerar Library. Doctor Wylde spoke few signifi- 
cant words and was followed Dr. Andrews the John 
Crerar Library. Doctor Andrews gave the address welcome, replacing 
Dr. Ludwig Hektoen, who was unable present. 

The program was then carried out follows: 

Sources reference work, Mr. Christian Bay, the 
John Crerar Library. 

This paper was discussed Mr. Frankenberger, Miss Noyes, 
Dr. Andrews and Mr. Ballard. Mr. Bay suggested that committee 
the exchange references appointed, and Miss Ray suggested 
one what give the public. 

The collection portraits for the medical library, 
Mr. Perry Fisher, the College Physicians Philadelphia. 

Mr. Ballard commented some the points this paper. 

letter from Dr. Herbert Rich, Detroit, was then read 
the President. This concerned portrait Beaumont and was accom- 
panied beautiful photograph which was exhibited. The meeting 
then adjourned. 

Through the courtesy Miss Loomis the members had 
together Marshall Fields. 

The afternoon meeting was called order 2.15. 

The Minutes the previous meeting were approved printed. 
The reports the Secretary, Treasurer and Manager the Exchange 
were read and approved. reports were made the Finance Com- 
mittee nor the Committee, The following officers were 
elected 

President, Dr. Wylde 
Vice-President, Dr. Frederick Tice 
Secretary, Miss Harriet Wilson 
Treasurer, Dr. John Ruhrah 


Executive 
Mr. Fisher 
Miss Ella Lawrence 
Miss Margaret Brinton 


Finance Committee 
Dr. Bishop 
Dr. George Kober 
Dr. William Browning 
Dr. Roy Crummer 
Dr. George Crile 


The following members were elected: 
New MEMBERS 


American Medical Association, Chicago, 

Calhoun Medical Library, Wesley Memorial Hospital, 
Emory University, Ga. 

Montefiore Hospital, Gun Hill Road near Jerome Ave., New 
York City. 

Municipal Tuberculosis Sanatorium, 5610 Crawford Ave., 
Chicago, 

Northwestern University Dental School, Chicago, 

University Kansas, School Medicine Library, Rosedale, 
Kansas. 


REINSTATED 


Barlow Medical Library, Los Angeles, Calif. 
Schuylkill County Medical Library Association, Pottsville, Penna. 


New MEMBERS 


Dr. Anderson, 184 Bloor St., East, Toronto, Canada. 

Dr. Eberts, 219 Peel St., Montreal, Canada. 

Dr. Feingold, 503 Medical Building, New Orleans, La. 

Dr. Hardisty, Medical Arts Building, Montreal, Canada. 

Dr. McDermott, St. Matthew St., Montreal, Canada. 

Dr. Primrose, Faculty Medicine, University Toronto, To- 
ronto, Canada. 

Dr. Rabinovitch, Montreal General Hospital, Montreal, Can. 

Dr. Stewart Roberts, Ponce Leon Ave., Atlanta, Ga. 

Dr. Canby Robinson, Johns Hopkins Hospital, Baltimore, Md. 

Dr. Frank Stockman, East 47th St., New York City. 

Dr. George Strathy, 143 College St., Toronto, Canada. 

Mrs. Lula Testerman, University Missouri, Watson Place, 
Columbia, Mo. 

Dr. Grover Weil, Mercy Hospital, Pittsburgh, Penna. 

Dr. Wright, Medical Arts Building, Montreal, Canada. 


The program the afternoon session was continued follows: 


Package libraries. This subject was taken the form 
round table with Miss Janet Green, the Hospital Library and 
Service Bureau, and Dr. Florence Johnston, the American Medical 
Association Library, the leaders, and discussion Mrs. Hibbard 
and Mrs. Walker. 

Cooperation the Medical Library Association with other 
organizations, Mr. Carl Milam, the American Library 
Association. 

This address was followed discussion Miss Noyes, Mr. Bal- 
lard, Mrs. Hibbard, Miss Loomis, Miss Ray, and Miss Brinton. 

Mr. Frankenberger spoke the advance prices German 
periodicals and moved that committee appointed draft resolu- 


tions protesting against these high prices. The chair appointed Mr. 
Frankenberger, Mr. Bay and Mr. Wilson. 
The meeting then adjourned. 


The Association was entertained dinner the local medical 
librarians the Cordon Club the Fine Arts Building. 


The evening program was carried out the class room the 
John Crerar Library, follows: 

The Medical library today, Dr. Wylde. 

Dr. Wylde also spoke concerning the Osler Library catalogue and 
exhibited some specimen sheets from the catalogue far com- 
pleted. 

Some personal experiences medical book collecting, 
Dr. Roy Crummer, Omaha. 

Doctor Crummer had number rare books for exhibition and 

The meeting then adjourned. 


The meeting was called order the President 10.30 M., 
the amphitheatre the Dental Department Northwestern 
University. 


The President announced two 

the exchange references: Mr. Bay, Mrs. Hibbard, Mrs. 
Hedges, Miss Whitman, and Mr. Frankenberger. 

medical literature available the lay reader, Miss Ray, Miss 
Loomis, Mr. Ballard, Miss Hillis, Mr. Harding. 


The program was then carried out follows: 

Medical librarianship: profession, Miss Margaret 
Brinton, the Mayo Clinic Library. 

This paper brought forth considerable discussion. Mr. Ballard 
spoke the strong recruiting appeal had made before the Simmons 
College Library School, and also touched scheme for co- 
operative buying. Mr. Bay said that his opinion for the educa- 
tion, the individual must have personal interest the work, and that 
life itself the best trainer. was further discussion Miss 
Loomis, Miss Ray, Miss Noyes, Mrs. Hibbard and Dr. Bebb. 

Mrs. Hibbard asked the question, the library for the research 
worker for the medical student? This point was discussed Miss 
Noyes, Dr. Bebb, Mr. Wilson, Mr. Harding and Miss Hillis, and the 
final opinion was that the students ever-increasing numbers are 
forming the library habit. 

The question the Index Medicus was then taken up. prelimi- 
nary vote the form which this publication preferred the 
librarians showed nineteen favor the old form, thirteen favor 
some modifications the old form. After some discussion the 
improvements possible this publication Mr. Ballard, Miss Urban, 


Miss Ray, Miss Noyes, Mr. Bay and Miss Biethan, the following 
resolution was passed unanimous vote: 


Resolved, That the opinion the Medical Library Association 
the publication the Index Medicus should printed its original 
form, alphabetical arrangement and monthly. 

Resolution proposed Mr. Fisher, seconded Mr. Ballard. 

The question the use Roman Arabic numerals the peri- 
odical references was brought vote, and was carried large 
majority favor the Arabic. was also suggested that the 
Index Medicus continued quarterly would very great 
he!p were made cumulative, and included list the peri- 
odica's indexed, together with separate list those discontinued. 


Mr. Frankenberger read the resolution that had been drawn 
the committee composed Mr. Bay, Mr. Wilson and Mr. Frank- 
enberger. 

Wuereas, many the German publishers medical books and 
periodicals are making unreasonable and unjustifiable charges for their 
publications foreign subscribers and especially discriminating against 
American subscribers therefore, 


Resolved, That the sense this meeting that the Medical 
Library Association record expressing its disapproval this 
unfair discrimination and urging the library and individual members 
the Association discontinue the purchase German medical books 
until such time the German publishers adopt more equitable policy 
toward the American subscribers regarding prices. 

And further urging the discontinuance entirely the purchase 
all German periodicals and books unless prompt evidence given 
change attitude the part the German publishers and agents. 
Therefore, further 


Resolved, That copy these resolutions sent every library 
and individual member the Medical Library Association and our 
American Ambassador Germany, Mr. Raney, Chairman 
the American Library Association Committee Book Buying, and 

Journal the American Association, 

Borsenblatt des Buchhandels, 

Publishers’ Weekly, 

Library Journal, 

Public Libraries, 

Science. CHARLES FRANKENBERGER, 
Bay, 


was unanimously adopted and the meeting 
adjourned. 


The members the Association were the guests luncheon the 
School Dentistry Northwestern University the University Club. 


AFTERNOON, JUNE 10, 


The meeting was class room Northwestern University 
Dental School and was conducted Dr. William Bebb, librarian the 
School. After few preliminary remarks introduced Dr. George 
Denton and the latter read paper Making dental library 
active. The members were invited inspect the museum the 
Dental School where large collection interesting specimens 
exhibition. 

The the Dentistry furnished the members 
the Association very de.ightful automobile ride through the parks 
and boulevards Chicago. 

Doctor Wylde moved that vote thanks the Chicago Com- 
mittee and membership for their hospitality and their efforts arrang- 
ing this annual meeting spread the minutes. This was unani- 
mously carried. 


Those attendance the meeting were: 
Dr. Clement Andrews, Chicago 
Mr. James Ballard, Boston 
Miss Margaret Bates, Chicago 
Mr. Christian Bay, Chicago 
Dr. William Bebb, Chicago 
Miss Sue Biethan, Ann Arbor, Mich. 
Miss Margaret Brinton, Rochester, Minn. 
Miss Jean Cameron, Montreal 
Mr. James Childs, Chicago 
Dr. Roy Crummer, Omaha, Neb. 
Miss Marjorie Darrach, Detroit, Mich. 
Dr. George Denton, Chicago 
Miss Emma Dickinson, Chicago 
Miss Margaret Doherty, Chicago 
Dr. Feingold, New Orleans 
Mr. Charles Perry Fisher, Philadelphia 
Mrs. Charles Perry Fisher, Philadelphia 
Mr. Charles Frankenberger, Brooklyn, 
Miss Janet Green, Chicago 
Miss Lily Hanvey, St. Louis 
Mr. Harding, Cleveland 
Mr. Edward Hatton, Chicago 
Mrs. Pearle Hedges, Nashville, Tenn. 
Mrs. Rosa Hibbard, Kansas City, Mo. 
Miss Madalene Hillis, Omaha, Neb. 
Miss Edith Hunter, Chicago 
Miss Marjorie Hutchins, Chicago 
Miss Lottie Ingram, Chicago 
Miss Edith Joannes, Chicago 
Dr. Florence Johnston, Chicago 
Mr. Torger Kleiberg, Chicago 
Miss Ella Lawrence, St. Louis 


Miss Jessie Longmuir, Chicago 
Miss Metta Loomis, Chicago 

Miss Catherine MacAuliff, Chicago 
Miss Mary McCloskey, Pittsburgh 
Miss Maude McFarland, .Louis 
Mr. Manson, Chicago 

Miss Ethel Metzger, Pittsburgh 

Mr. Carl Milam, Chicago 

Miss Julia Moss, South Bend, Ind. 
Miss Zola Moss, South Bend, Ind. 
Miss Marcia Noyes, Baltimore 
Miss Louise Ophiils, San Francisco 
Miss Edna Poole, Toronto 
Mrs. Ethel Powell, Chicago 

Miss Frances Ray, Albany, 
Dr. John Ruhrah, Baltimore 

Miss Elisabeth Runge, Galveston, Texas 
Miss Louise Sias, Detroit 

Mrs. Smith, Chicago 

Miss Esther Stone, Baltimore 

Miss Myrtle Tye, Atlanta, Ga. 
Miss Gertrude Urban, Milwaukee 
Miss Frances Van Zandt, Des Moines 
Mrs. Stella Ford Walker, Chicago 
Mrs. Ethel Washburn, St. Louis 

Miss Frances Whitman, Boston 
Miss Harriet Wilson, Chicago 

Mr. Joseph Wilson, Philadelphia 
Miss Opal Woodruff, Kansas City, Kansas 
Dr. Max Worlicher, Leipzig 

Dr. Wylde, Montreal 


THE MEDICAL LIBRARY TODAY 


(Read the Annual Meeting the Medical Library Association, 
Chicago, June 1924) 


After considerable thought upon suitable subjects for Presi- 
dential address concluded that had best leave the presentation 
the more technical subjects others, and confine myself chiefly 
few remarks certain aspects the scope and administration the 
Library the Medical School today. 

not purpose bring forward anything that new most 
you, but call attention few problems which mind 
are important the scope and administration the Medical Library 
the present time. Since the year 1904 many excellent papers, under 
various titles, have been presented before this Society with the object 


stimulating and directing healthy growth and wide expansion 
the libraries the Medical Schools. 

the seventh annual meeting this Association paper was pre- 
sented Dr. Winfield “On the Medical Library Factor 
Medical Among other things advocated teaching 
the students the proper use Medicus” and the “Surgeon 
General’s Catalogue.” This was suggested order that when they 
came write article thesis they would have the necessary 
knowledge them search out their own bibliography, and 
besides this would give them insight into the great wealth 
material that open them. This paper brought forth considerable 
discussion Osler, Jacobi, Musser and others. was the concensus 
opinion that the students should instructed the use the 
catalogues named and that they should also taught appreciate the 
value the standard medical journals. There great difference 
between the mere knowledge the proper way use catalogue 
and appreciate and properly analyze the articles referred to. 
not difficult teach student how become familiar with catalogue 
but only with time and experience, and some supervision, that 
will able get the most out medical literature Today, with the 
extension the medical course six seven years, including the 
pre-medical subjects, some definite hours might, think, set apart 
with advantage for this form instruction. not know just how 
much time allotted for this purpose how much instruction 
given your colleges, but Canada, except for voluntary instruction 
some our libraries, settled plan has been developed. Our 
experience that the voluntary classes reach only the men 
who are naturally attracted the library, and fail develop interest 
this type learning those who are probably very much more 
need it. There can question think that the student who, 
when graduates, has had the fortunate experience searching out 
his own literature for his thesis will have carried away with him some- 
thing that will great deal towards stimulating him keep 


touch with the advances medicine and may even turn him 


towards research. 

There are those among the medical profession who think that the 
student apt too great regard for the printed word and 
not able sift the chaff from the wheat—and consequently should 
not have general access journal reading. Again there are others 
who feel that there too much “spoon-feeding” the teaching 
today and that the student should encouraged think more for 
himself. having the better class journal would soon 
learn distinguish and appreciate the better articles—and his judg- 
ment should first faulty, is, after all, our mistakes that 
gain valuable experience. 

Speaking teacher medicine and also one having experi- 
ence library administration, seems that the solution this 
problem lies closer co-operation between teachers and the trained 
library staff. the one hand the teachers should give their students 


the incentive referring them selected articles dealing with sub- 
jects which have special application the work which being done 
their departments. the other hand the trained 
should make their business direct the student through the use 
the indexes towards matter bearing the subject which they 
are immediately interested. the fields anatomy, bio-chemistry 
and physiology offer wide scope for reading and thus initi- 
ating habit which will carried and confirmed during their clin- 
ical yeass. Should this contention correct the time student and 
staff could undoubtedly economized allotting few hours 
definite instruction whole class the use library and 
bibliographical methods. This instruction believe should come 
during the first any rate, not later than the second medical year. 
own university after discussing this matter with the Dean, 
have been assured that time during year will assigned 
for such instruction. 

The Library the Medical School would appear occupying 
even more important position among the research workers now than 
formerly. The investigator today, account the greater cost 
periodicals and books, may not have complete private library, 
which his work, former days, and consequently more 
dependent upon the college university library. Should not have 
knowledge the proper method obtaining his bibliographies, 
relatively few medical men the present day have, requires more 
assistance from the library staff. have noticed that recent years 
there has been decided increase requests for reference work and 
sure this must the experience other libraries. 

not know what extent the budgets other mediacl libraries 
have been increased recent years, but the greater amount work 
necessitating larger staff, and the higher prices prevailing for peri- 
odicals both home and foreign and fact all library equipment, should 
demand generous appropriation for expenditure. 

The medical school former years often occupied one compact 
building and all departments the school were operated. Today 
there tendency segregation, the various departments may 
spread over considerable acreage and with this has come the desire for 
departmental libraries. The head department naturally desirous 
having the books that deal especially with his subjects close hand 
both for teaching and for reference, and many instances demand- 
ing departmental library. Such arrangement involves more than 
the department concerned. The central library, and through it, the 
whole medical faculty and students are affectéd. the central library 
not weakened constant depletion means great duplica- 
tion. The central library efficient must control the books all 
the departmental libraries. order that the books the departments 
may carefully cared for they are the central library 
larger staff becomes necessary. quote Mr. Raney, Johns Hop- 
kins University, personal letter, “The departmental library 


professor, large justify the employment full-time 
custodian.” This increased staff and duplication means greatly added 
expense. 

Where medical school part university, the university 
library, some instances, controls the libraries all the faculties. 
Such control while perhaps fulfilling the need for concentration has 
mind some drawbacks. The routine ordering and accounting 
may more advantageously done from one central office, but the 
librarian the medical library should have the choice material, 
accessioning, and cataloguing under his immediate control. When the 
cataloguing done the central office there must, and told does 
occur, considerable loss time getting books the shelves, which 
vexatious for the reader well for the staff the library. The 
accessioning and cataloguing will require the whole time services 
one more cataloguers and the cost would not any greater when 
done the spot and the material thus always available for the use 
readers. McGill the entire routine work the medical library 
done its own staff and should view with great concern any change 
this procedure. 

Two years ago the Medical Library McGill University under- 
took its own binding and may say that this venture has proved 
entirely satisfactory. the first instance the books are never absent 
from the library even for day and can obtained moment’s 
notice. When the binding done outside there must delay 
weeks before the volumes can placed the shelves even con- 
sulted. 

The equipment required covered outlay about $350.00. 
Our binding done returned soldier who learned the art his 
discharge and has two assistants, one boy. The work done 
one fair-sized room the ground floor the main medical building 
and paid piece work, the University supplying the materials 
and charging him with the cost. 

have been told that bindery could not economically operated 
unless there were least 10,000 volumes done per year. This 
not our comparison with the accounts the University: 
bindery for 1923 with those outside bindery for 1921 shows there 
has been average saving $1.00 per volume. 

There another matter which wish refer. Many our 
libraries have been formed the first instance the gifts medical 
men either during their lifetime from their estates, and 
great extent the continued interest the profession that medical 
libraries grow and prosper. These are genuine gifts and are given 
with the spirit inculcated all our profession help. result 
these donations the library comes into possession much duplicate 
material. reasonable expect that institute having duplicates 
definite monetary value would desirous disposing them 
for something equal value. the other hand there host 
material which may value one library except for waste 
paper and yet with little time and trouble spent sorting and tabu- 


lating, becomes great value less fortunate library. Let 
then see that this material preserved and passed on, either 
through the offices the exchange private arrangement order 
that the libraries the land may brought high state com- 
pletion possible. 


SOURCES REFERENCE WORK 
Bay, 


Presented before the meeting the Medical.Library Association, 
Chicago, June 1924. 


The text this brief sermon found Sir William Osler’s 
address, “The Library School and the College,” and reads follows: 

final word from one student another. Your busi- 
ness that purveyors, universal providers the mental 
food the public; and not only are you caterers but you will 
often called upon the work cooks and doctors, 
The majority mankind, Burke says, providence has 
doomed live trust,a trust less fear, than the 
ephemeral literature the day. not often that one has 
vivid, enduring impression newspaper article; but one 
day October, 1872, Tottenham Court Road teashop, 
read The Times, statement Ruskin the effect that 
mind could resist for year the dulling influence the daily 
paper. Doubtless exclusive dietary the press and the 
magazine lead mental conditions the counterpart what 
know the body the deficiency diseases, scurvy, rickets, 
etc. The library through you supplies the vitamines which 
counteract the mental lethargy and anemia which come from 
exclusive use Northcliffe and other patent foods. You 
longer lay our disposition the charge star—a man 
his own star. Strive for mental accuracy and independence, 
cultivate the critical investigating Ina pro- 
fession demanding amazing measure equanimity, you 
cannot afford either fight fret. Too genuinely inter- 
ested your fellow-creatures vexed with their vagaries, 
you will find the highest happiness life unselfish 
devotion their interests. among you one that 
serveth,’ today the sensible man who wishes 
escape from the mental and moral worries this much- 
perplexed world, and give prescription especially 
suited the librarian. 


Those among you with whom have debated the experiences 
which the foregoing text based, will know that reference service 
now know it, still its infancy. about the country, 
did lately, seeking information special subjects the aid our 


libraries, the results very often are nothing less than humiliating. 
can say this all the more confidently because personally share this 
humiliation. Dissatisfaction with the common average the begin- 
ning all rise our standards work and method. many 
libraries the patrons, instead securing critically sifted information, 
receive only what obvious and derived from stereotyped sources. 
astounding how much superficial and unsatisfactory matter 
handed out the last word and presumably the temporarily perfect 
absolute source sound knowledge. Anybody may test this situ- 
ation search for materials the general character and relative 
importance which are familiar him. The ideal for anybody con- 
cerned with reference work not merely indicate mass litera- 
ture, but illumine it. Many our readers deplore the fact that 
literature arranged before them without guidance. But right there 
our opportunity for that potential usefulness which Sir William 
was aware. knew the secret. possessed the historically devel- 
oped and perfected method. What our method? Excepting rare 
cases where measure the standard our ideals, can 
boast none. Queries come and pass, but spite even the liveliest 
sympathy confess ourselves dissatisfied because our method does 
not afford the certainty and safety that need furnishing informa- 
tion enlightened way. quite within probability supply 
means the common aids have—the indexes, lists 
phies—a great array literary information—and yet miss the essen- 
tial point, the enlightening fact criticism corollary, which decides 
the outcome the reader’s effort. 

all experience this surely know that the method 
medical work and study changes and develops steadily. medical 
librarians are called upon observe these changes. are—or should 
be—not merely custodians catalogues and indexes and books, but 
sympathetic supporters new order study and medical enlighten- 
ment. The time gone when list late papers and statements 
subject enables student ahead his own aid—if ever there 
were such time. incredibly short period have been 
called upon follow old subjects the light new principles 
derived from physiology, physical chemistry, pure physics and 
mechanics. Every generation, course, has been against this 
sort thing. There was time when Haller’s ideas and methods 
were new and surprising the new methods are today, but there 
never was time when the cumulated knowledge centuries was 
thoroughly revised the light new and surprising points view, 
plunge into the study colloid chemistry 

What aim point out today that reference service does not 
only consist our sharing with our readers the vast accumulation 
references deposited our well-known catalogues. are more and 
more called upon know what give out for the elucidation our 
readers—to know, least, the general principles the inquiry and 
the value for practical purposes what pass our patrons. 


/ 


know library course which will develop just the condition 
knowledge and mentality and alertness required the medical librarian 
1924. And therefore have come the conclusion that order 
succeed should, necessary that pool our reference 
knowledge and share our experience mutually. 

Each must able recall numerous instances where 
studied out bibliographically problem completely and carefully, 
that would know thoroughly—so thoroughly that were but 
step from personally treating case performing operation. 
such work discover what bibliography list ever can reveal: 
the relative importance literary sources. find such study 
what are the real monographs, the permanently valuable papers, and 
what sources are negligible. possess ourselves data never 
recorded for reference purposes. may the original description 
operation. may the finding wrong statement faithfully 
transmitted the wrong way through bibliographies and 
may survey cases rare condition complication—such 
surveys are immensely important where the condition 
rare. mindful also statistics. statistics are more rare 
than you would think, and all statistical data should studied the 
light strong textual and mathematical criticism. Anybody that finds 
piece true statistical information should record once and make 
available for his colleagues. little while ago was facing the prob- 
lem the comparative death-rate from pneumonia during successive 
periods and under varying conditions. bibliography gave any 
hint. mere accident found analysis about two hundred 
papers the treatment pneumonia with reference the death 
rate: most valuable contribution the history the treatment 
pneumonia. 

Then, there surgical apparatus—where first described the 
inventor. some cases the information readily available, others 
hidden text books and even commercial catalogues. Much 
the same true analyses mineral waters and commercial 
compounds. 

Frequently consult source information only find that 
wading through dozens communications—only discover that 
summary certain period has been done well and carefully. 
Such relatively important milestones the dreary road bibliography 
should not left unrecorded the librarian; and ought share 
his discovery with others. 

sympathize with the opinion that reference work investi- 
gate problems with our readers and cannot simply turn them loose 
indexes, the Surgeon General’s Catalogue and other similar bibli- 
ographies. And ourselves are bound beyond the bibliogra- 
phical data and cumulate insight into the things themselves which 
will value others than ourselves. Let illustrate: Great 
groups literature have become invalid for practical purposes because 
published before the advent miodern pathology. the other hand, 
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within the time one generation the immense bloc work radi- 
ology its medical aspects, has developed under our very 
has been recorded with great care—good, bad and indifferent, and the 
Librarian—if knows—will able separate out what essential 
for reference purposes. Much the same true the medical applica- 
tion ionic reactions and colloids. 

When comes the general public seeking information 
medical library, much impressed with the seriousness the situa- 
tion. Valuable popular literature medical subjects rare the 
proverbial hens’ teeth. But not aware that we, body, have 
made even attempt preparing list the sources information 
that can used general library with advantage. not only 
that persons come with symptoms blood-pressure, but they wish 
inform themselves about conditions and matters which really can 
judged average intelligence. Problems dietetics are daily 
occurrence mixed patronage, and are ultra-violet and infra-red 
radiation, and phycho-therapeutic questions every variation, and 
again the ever-present problems statistics. 

Then, there group subjects inquired into the mixed 
group scientifically educated men and the medical men—the rather 
vast field the history and biography science and medicine, the 
medical and biological classics—a field which developing very quickly. 
For some reason the medical librarian supposed well versed 
the history medicine and the history science—while the material 
itself inadequately recorded and but very few libraries possess suf- 
ficient sources even reference works, biography and such. pointed 
out you last year that there vast field study the history 
medicine even here America. each one would concentrate 
his attention upon his immediate geographic field and accumulate local 
research material, would mean great deal the future, and 
would mean great deal the development medical library 
science. Much medical history involved with general 
history, the history early exploration and pioneer life. the 
past month made attempt see much possible our early 
American herbals and other books recording the primitive uses 
plants, but found material known registered usually only 
its antiquarian aspects, not with reference its value documents 
medical pharmacognostic history. 

there any difference the normal pulse-rate the various 
races man—say, between the negro, the Indian and the white 

What knowledge did the medicine-men the aboriginal Indians 
possess human anatomy and physiology 

What known about the chemical constituency etiolated speci- 
mens vegetables compared with those grown 

What are the dietetic effects 

Does old age influence the balance the HCL. process human 
digestion and disturbs the balance, can this disturbance cor- 
rected balanced ratio food? 


Did anybody ever rediscover the black bacillus found Koenig 
1907 exploded appendix? 

‘Cases dementia praecox with perpetration murder? 

These are some few problems with which have been obliged 
cope late. might mention many more. 


What have been trying say that while many sources 
reference work are available, they remain inadequate until opened 
properly professional and personal sympathy. have seen 
unique and very effective organization library work developing 
among us, and you are truly surprised learn how much has been 
accomplished the collective cooperative work the American 
Library Association. convinced that this cooperation can 
carried still further. Each one us, almost daily, discovers unre- 
corded sources information combines data not heretofore noticed, 
does some similar piece constructive reference work that deserves 
made generally available. Our bibliographies, indexes, and 
catalogues are mere indication the direction which our efforts 
must go. The work beyond these formal aids—that work the real 
enlightenment—the true source information many cases where 
the formal aids alone not answer. You may recollect large num- 
ber cases where you have been called upon translate word 
phrase some foreign text—even though your reading room well 
stocked with dictionaries. Well, the words phrases real difficulty 
never are found dictionaries—that why your readers call you 
solve the problem. your intuition, your acumen, your critical 
faculty, that they call upon. When bibliographical conundrum 
solved your effort; when you have perfected, after proper personal 
research, system references; when you have adduced all available 
facts, your case similar; Osler says: “Post-graduate education 
largely the hands libraries.” But this kind work too impor- 
tant devoted single case reserved for single institution: 
should made available wherever similar work done and ex- 
changed with other similar work done elsewhere. 

Only the other day reader our library raised the question 
the poisonous qualities the castor oil bean. pure accident 
had noticed mass manuscripts donated unpublished 
paper which contained thorough study that seed, together, with 
list references number sources not given any the 
lists bibliographies one would consult. 

suggest that might establish exchange system for sources 
reference just the same way which have most excellent 
exchange service for duplicates. thought this matter over, and 
thumbed some cards and slips which have noted some 
finds, was reminded many occasions which neglected forgot 
make note matters which had sometimes resulted from either hard 
work what term luck. 


> 


Into this exchange system would proposed send references to: 


Collective reviews. 

Monographs with bibliographies attached not recognized 
such our common reference sources. 

Tabulated otherwise arranged case reports covering 
considerable group compiled data. 

Statistics all kinds, especially late date not found 
generally used reference sources. 

Important combinations related material unusual 
relations. 

Titles, with annotations books and papers import- 
ance medical history, biography topography. 

Titles unique copies very rare books importance 
reference sources. 

Descriptions MSS. collections letters and other 
research material available for study. 

All bibliographies importance medical reference 
work, whether purely medical not, together with all 
reference lists prepared for special purposes and based 
upon first-hand study the problem. 

Were such exchange system organized, have doubt that 
some work would less likely than is, duplication, and should 
advantage feeling more mutual responsibility one 
another. 
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THE CHICAGO MEETING 


Thanks the activity the Chicago group members the 
twenty-seventh annual conference was one the most successful, 
both excellence program and attendace that have had 
some time. After such meeting feel that the Association has 
reached field usefulness far beyond the expectations that original 
group librarians and doctors whom owes its existence. The 
spirit cordiality that exists among the members and the atmosphere 
welcome that even the youngest delegate feels the air” are 
great importance coordinating influence. The problems the 
small medical society library and those large medical college 
university library are equally important and are found closely 
related. 

These meetings are important more ways than one. 
afford the members opportunity see other libraries than their 
own; learn what advantages and disadvantages attend certain 
systems methods; listen the papers and exchange ideas. 
This also the most favorable occasion for the members meet 
together and get acquainted and add each individual’s character 
through the broadening influence travel. The habit meeting 
this way serves develop among medical librarians feeling kin- 
ship, sense their importance part great system, and 
esprit corps. would only adopt the old moto D’Artagnan 
and the three musketeers Athos, Porthos and Aramis, “All for each 
and each for all,” the Association would grow strength and vigor. 
Too many think only once The welfare your Associa- 
tion should matter constant thought and endeavor. 


One important change the election officers was the election 
new secretary, Miss Harriet Wilson the Library the Amer- 
ican Medical Association. The retiring secretary was office for 
twelve years, truly long enough for one person have served you, and 
the welfare the organization now new hands which should 
receive the enthusiastic support every member. 


THE COLLECTION PORTRAITS FOR THE 
MEDICAL LIBRARY 


Perry 
Librarian, College Physicians Philadelphia 


quite likely that all the Library Officials who read the title 
this paper will exclaim, “Why, collect portraits medical men 
for the library; all libraries collect portraits!” much the better, 
then this paper can considered reminder some who have 
lagged behind. 

The importance, well the value, collecting the portaits 
medical men for the medical library purely from historical point 
view. There seems certain reserve, call modesty, that 
restrains the medical man from responding printed circular 
request for his portrait (photograph) for Society Library collec- 
tion. say this after experience more than quarter cen- 
tury. The College Physicians Philadelphia has printed its 
notice, programmes its meetings, sent the Fellows, request 
for their photographs for the Library collection, with the statement— 
“The Library Committee deem very desirable that this collection 
made complete possible.” This notice has been sent out for years 
and can assure you the response has not averaged one month. 
personal solicitation quite large number photographs the Fel- 
lows the College has been obtained for the collection; but, regret 
say, far from complete. During the late war request was sent 
all the Fellows the College, requesting photograph uniform 
those the Government service, for the purpose forming 
“War Album.” This request met with prompt and satisfactory 
response, probably from the fact that the families were insistent upon 
having photograph. 

There are the neighborhood two hundred medical libraries 
the Untited States and Canada, including those connected with Colleges 
and Universities. each these libraries made complete, 
nearly complete possible, collection the portraits (photographs, 
engravings any form available) the medical men connected with 
its institution, its town city and the surrounding country, would 
mean the forming and preserving for reference vast collection 
historical data, practically unobtainable many cases, and 
the greatest importance the historian whose researches any 
time may practically demand such information. 

While course desirable have the portraits the noted 
men the medical profession all times and all countries our 
medical libraries, the fact must not overlooked, that most in- 
stances, these portraits, reproductions them, can obtained 
purchase both this country and abroad also that have the superb 
collection listed the first and second series the Index Catalogue 
the Library the Surgeon General’s Office; the Library 
College Physicians Philadelphia has 10,776 portaits catalogued 


and there are collections the other large medical libraries this 
country. Without question reproduction any portrait these col- 
lections could had desired. fact photostat reproductions are 
supplied the Library the College Physicians frequently. 

reason for writing this paper arose from the fact that recently 
large hospital Philadelphia determined make collection the 
portraits the medical men connected with the institution from its 
inception. list these men was brought the Library the 
College, with the request that check off the names those 
which could supply photostat copies their portraits. Now you 
must understand that the physicians named this list were all men 
more less importance, many instances, with more than local 
reputation, and practically all from Philadelphia and its vicinity and 
one time Fellows the College. Therefore was naturally supposed 
that the Library the College Physicians would able supply 
copies the portraits wanted. Well, supplied most them, but 
could not supply all, and strange may appear, the pictures 
did not have were men quite prominent; professors one 
two instances, and some still living. From this experience seemed 
that would well call the attention the members the 
Medical Library Association the desirability making collections 
for their library what may termed the local men the medical 
profession. 


